In 1940, during the German occupalion
of France, the vine growers of Alsace
awoke lo the sound of saws and halch-

els. The Hitler Youth were

WALKING THE

A WALK THROUGH
THE VINEYARDS

OF ALSACE

-with only a knapsack on
your back

nexl night's deslination. Maps and good

directions have all been furnished- all you

have lo do is open the door and go. Bul
don’t forgel your lunch which by

learing down lheir vine- ,F
yards, i
For years lhe French gov- |
ernmenl and more recenlly

Berlin, had urged the Al- |
sacians lo get rid of the
high yielding bul low quality |
vines and replace them wilh

| the way, is nol a brown bag af-
fair with granola bars and gorp.
As Mrs. Keller said, “"We have
for you a picnic”. Inside we find
. fresh baguelles with giganlic
slices of brie cheese, fresh fruit,
' @ plastic conlainer of carrol

| salad, creme brulee for dessert,

more lradilional varielies.
Such a slep was expensive and difficult
lo enforce.

Bul on one such morning with a single
siroke, the deed was done.

Today, lhe genlle vineyards unfold along
lhe easlern flanks of the Vosges Moun-
lains producing some of the fines! while
wines in Europe. Alsacian lowns are

mineral waler, even a bollle of
wine- afler all, this is France. Don't be
surprised if lhe knowledge of whal's in
your pack causes you lo eal lunch as
early as possible.

The week of hiking begins in the rolling
vineyards, averaqing around 8 1o 10 miles
a day. As lhe days go on, the roule
makes ils way inlo the valleys of the Vos-

lucked in lhe folds of the ‘
foothills with narrow cobble |

sloned slreels and half- B _
timbered houses reminis- :
cenl of minialure loy vil-
lages used for Chrisimas et
decoralions. Alsace is mar- ke
ginal France in many ways *~

e R T o T ] ing,

IQEE Mounlains
where cows and
sheep graze along
Ihe green hillsides.
e g Each nlghl your
S e e U ! lodging is a small
: -{ family-owned holel
wilth cozy rooms
and eleganl din-

e ] After venison,

slyle food, yel possesses
Ihe hospiltality and flair for life thal makes
France such a wonderiul place 1o visil.

You can visit Alsace in many different
ways, bul if you wanl lo really see il, lo
gel a closer look - the best way of
course is by fool. Sound daunling? Stay
wilh me- this may change lhe way you
iravel for life.

Horizons D’'Alsace, a group of 10 holels,
have Lhe perfecl plan lo give you lhe ad-
venlure of a walking vacalion, with a
local leam of experls lo help you along
the way. You arrive al your firsl night's
lodging in the lovely lown of Kaysers-
berg. Gingerbread houses line the
sireels lhal abound wilh Chrisimas orna-

menls, local wine slores and Alsacian

lamb, or polaloes
au gralin with ham smolhered in local
Munsler cheese, which of course is
lopped off with a local Pinol Blanc or
Riesling, you may decide lhis is lhe besl
hiking in the world. Not only can you en-
joy some of the bes! food in Europe, on
such a walking vacalion you may lose a
few pounds in the process. If you find the
day loo rainy or your feel loo sore- no
problem. The holel will be glad lo lake
you lo the nexl deslinalion along with your
luggage. You can even book extra nighls
in any of the lodges along the roule lo
lhrow in a resl day or lwo

With greal hiking, greal food, 3 week of
hearly exercise, and someone wailing for
you al the end of tlhe day, lhis may indeed
be the perfecl way lo slarl your walking
vacalion career



